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Abstiact 

This article is an ansdysis of the stoiy of Raja Poros as it appears 
m Piinjabi folklore A comparative study of the Punjabi version 
™th Greek^ Zthopian, Arabic, Persian and Sansknt versions has 
been made with the help of histoncal evidences The battle 
between Aleiander and Poros as it has been depicted m Piinjabi 
folklore shares many similarities with the descnptioas of the 
battle narrated m other languages M the histonans agree that 
Poros was niore heroic than Alexander According to Punjabi folk 
tradition, it is moral strength along with bravery which makes a 
pers o n hero 
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"He also received the presents of Taiales the Indian, being tujo 
hiindred talents of silver, three thousand OKen, above ten thousand 
sheep, and thirly elephants. seven hundred Indian horse weT"e sent to 
his assistance hy that prince, whū also made him a surfender of his 
capitaJ, the largest and most populous of all the cities between the 
nvers Indus and Hydaspes " (1) 

"Olher aiJlhoi"s relate, Ihat Ihe Indians who accompaiiied Ponis's 
son attacked Ale^ander and his body of horse, as soon as they set foot 
upon the bank, and as he had the greatest part of the forces wiht him, 
Alenander himself there received a wūund, ani his horse 
Bucephalus,which he eKceedingly pnsed, was slain by Potiis's son "(i) 
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"But according to Amari, Straho. and Plutarch, the city where 
Alenander was aearly wūunded to death belonged to the Ivlalloi "(^) 

And EKploits o f AleKander The Great Being A Senes o f Ethopic 

"Then Porus, the king of India, called the magicians from the 
temple of his god and they cast a spell upon AleKander, and his mare 
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rose up under him and threw him on the ground, and she refused to 
nse up until he could lead her. now she was the mare whic:h had by 
sorcery been bom at the šame time as himself And Alenander thought 
that he wūuld be conąuered, and he was m great tnbulation aboiit 
himself and about h:s soldiers "('") 

[f^, Z- '^/^^-{^ L- ^ UjLo L>>^ ^?/^-^' jjiu- t^u L-j c^ i&. -=.y 

"This is ūbviūusly a revision of what ai- D3nawan, aniong other 
wnters, says when he notes that Philip used to pay Darą a thoiisand 
golden eggs as tnbute. and that. when Darą asked Alexander to do the 
saine, he responded, "The hen that laid those eggs is dead "(I'') 
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"Al-Tabari's depiction of the deathbed scene is even more 
interesting, for rather than using this episode as an opportunily to taJk 
abstractly about the vicissitudes of pūwer he has Darą tell Alexander 
that aJl will be well if Ale^ander mairies his daughter Rushanak The 
important thing. Darą syas, is that Alenander should "perpetuate the 
Persian nobdity aiid tiot aJlow others to rule over theni." ('O 

.'/■ ^^' /^- J J'Į cO 

j/ ft ^. J.A / 

N ^Jį^jt^J-jJ.^jy^^ jcJ Jl:^ ^A Ą^\^ ^- ul.\>^ ^- ^ 
Jt^lj'^j "^^L^ L/"^ ':45įiX.-U""^N^>r"^ Gopak Pilki 

"AleKander marned the beautiful prmcess RoKana the 
daughter of the king of Bactria, and Skanda is said to have mamed 
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Sena or Deva Sena, daiighter of Ivlrtyu according to Skanda Purana 
8nd daiighter of Frajapati according to the Miha Bharata. Nūw it is a 
well recūgmsed symbol of language that proper names are contracted 
m actual usage, and the end often chosen to designate the whūle "(l^) 

L^^^i>^iZ- Jl/I-ej^^ L^i^j^^vjjj^^^^'i^^-^^'^F^^- 
"Alexaniier, with all his matchless startegy, could not have 
averted such a catastrophe, for what is the record of his Indian 
campaigns'^ We £nd that the toughest of all his battles was that which 
he fūught on the banks of the Hydaspes against Poros, that he had hot 
work m overcoming the resistance of the Kathaians before the walls of 
Sangla, that he was wūunded near to death m his assault upon the 
Mallian stronghold, and that m the valley of the Indus he could only 
overpower the ūppūsitiūn instigated hy the Brahmans by means of 
wholesale massacres and ei^ecutions "(l ^) 
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